
 

Iris, The Nether: Phoenix Theatre of Indianapolis, Directed by Bryan Fonseca 

“The main attraction of the Hideaway is a 9-year-old girl named Iris (Paeton Chavis). She wears 

a pink-frilled cotton dress and a bow in her hair. She is not there to just serve you tea. Chavis, 

who is an adult, deftly navigates this role. She approaches an uncanny yet captivating character 

with nuance, hinting at an older, darker soul hiding under a coat of candy-sweet innocence.” 

Wei-Huan Chen, Indianapolis Star, November 4, 2015 

 



 

 

Janice, Crumble (Lay Me Down, Justin Timberlake): Theatre On The Square, Directed by Robert 

Johansen 

“Chavis, who also played a disturbing child character in Phoenix Theatre’s production of The 

Nether in 2015, is equally amazing here. You realize quickly through her keen acting abilities 

that she is in fact a grown woman, but she is completely believable in her character. Most 

children are simply not this brilliant. Chavis is mesmerizing in her onstage intensity and can 

deftly move from blooming psychotic to typical preteen star-struck reverence when Justin 

Timberlake flies into her room.” 

Lisa Gauthier Mitchison, Nuvo Magazine, June 13, 2016 

 



 

 

Iris, The Nether: Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble, Directed by Richie Combs-Cannaday 

“As the little girl Iris, petite guest artist, Paeton Chavis (who is an adult) is hautingly, 

heartbreakingly brilliant with a high-pitched giggle and the wide eyes of child-like wonder.” 

Kristen Baver, Press Enterprise, April 30, 2017 

 



 

 

Lydia, Human Rites: The Phoenix Theatre of Indianapolis, Directed by Lavina Jadhwani 

“Finally, it is impossible to forget the impassioned performance of Paeton Chavis as Lydia 

Namandu. Although she spent significantly less time on stage than her fellow players, her 

words resonated with me long after my departure. She is the final cog in the complex workings 

of the debate begun by Michaela and Alan since she seems to be a solution for both of them: 

she is a graduate student from Sierra Leone, an area which Alan researched when finding data 

for his study. Paeton Chavis ensured that Lydia became a tour de force in spite of her youth, 

stature, and lack of academic title.” 

The Marriage Matinee, Broadway World, July 27, 2017 


